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FLAMINGO: KEEPING QUIET 

PABLO NERUDA 

Suggested Value Points:  
Q1. a) The poet through this expression commences the session of introspection and meditation.  
b) Language breeds discrimination and linguistic chauvinism breeds domination. If for some time, no 
one spoke on the face of the earth all these discriminations will wither away in the depths of silence.  
c) Man is a victim of his own doing. Much of the unrest on the face of the earth is a result of man’s so 
called progressive and forward nature. If for some time men’s activities can come to a standstill and 
man stops moving his arms too much, peace and tranquillity can prevail in the world. 
 
Q2. a) By ‘exotic moment’ the poet means that there would be a moment of immense world peace, 
universal brotherhood and love created through introspection and silence. 
 
b) In this exotic moment, man would be able to stop all activity, remain silent and introspect on all his 
actions. This exotic moment of introspection will build a sudden and strange feeling of universal 
brotherhood and be in harmony with man and nature. 
 
c) The expressions are symbolic of the hubbub of the modern life. In the modern competitive world of 
advancement, there is a rat race to outshine others. Life can be peaceful only if this thoughtless 
advancement can be stopped.   
 
Q3.a) The fishermen symbolise man’s indiscriminate exploitation of nature for his vested interests.   
b) The poet wants to convey that man’s habit of being  up and doing and working towards 
advancement has resulted in more harm than good. In this mad race he has lost care and concern for 
his own brethren.  
c) The poet creates the image of man’s incessant suffering. In his efforts to add comforts to his life he 
has paid no heed to the pain he has been causing to himself. Men, who gather salt, have no time to 
reflect on the pain they are causing to their hands.  
 
Q4.a) The poet mentions three types of wars, i.e. green wars that man wages against nature and 
environment. He also mentions wars with gas and wars with fire meaning that man kills other human 
beings with the help of biological and nuclear weapons.  
 
b) ‘Green wars’ refers to the environmental degradation caused by man’s mindless activities.  
 
c) Apart from the death of thousands of innocent people, war would not leave anyone victorious 
because there would be no survivors.  
d) An ideal situation would be one in which human beings would be seen happily walking arm in arm 
with others hence depicting a feeling of oneness, unity and brotherhood. He would be cool and calm 
and not concerned about harming anyone. 
 
Q5. a) The earth teaches us how to be in harmony with others while remaining silent and productive.  
The earth teaches us the lesson of preserving and resurrecting life. 
 
b) The Earth nurtures life and ensures that life cycle of birth, life and death moves on and the process 
of regeneration goes on unhampered.  
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c) The poet asks men to keep quiet and experience the ecstatic moments of silence which create a 
rejuvenation of thoughts and a transition of mindset. He himself quietly departs leaving the meditator 
in this exotic moment. 
 

Answer in 30-40 words 

1. Twelve months, twelve zodiac signs, twelve gates of heaven and even the twelve notches on the 
face of the clock dividing the day into two halves of twelve hours each. Although we do not realize it, 
the number ‘twelve’ is associated with many things in our life. Even the title of the poem, ‘Keeping 
Quiet,’ has twelve letters. Hence, Neruda appeals us to begin the journey from strife, barriers and 

destruction to peace, unity and replenishment.  

2. The sadness Pablo Neruda refers to in his poem, ‘Keeping Quiet’, is that of never being able to 
understand ourselves through introspection. It also arises out of our mad rush to achieve everything 

quickly due to our constant fear of the brevity of our lives.  

3. The fishermen harm the marine life by killing the whales in the seas and hastening their extinction. 
The salt gatherers’ hands hurt because the harsh and coarse feel of salt causes discomfort and pain to 

their hands.  

4. According to the poet total inactivity only means a temporary stillness, whereas inactivity makes 
man only temporarily find time to introspect, and death on the other hand, means the end of life. ‘No 
truck with death’ means that the poet does not advocate death; he only urges mankind to halt his 

activities for a few seconds.  

5. The poet feels that individuals only think about keeping our lives moving at all costs, and in the 
process we lose sight of our goals. We only yearn for progress and fulfilment of ambitions and that 

remains our only focus while we are alive.  

6. The poet points out to the life on earth- the things that seem to be dead under apparent stillness 
prove to be alive later- so inactivity does not mean lack of life but using life for positive and 

constructive activities. 

7. The poet does not advocate total inactivity. Admitting life to be an ongoing process he wants that 
man’s activities should be positively channelized. Man should put an end to his hostile and destructive 

activities.  

8. The poet appeals to all the people to count up to twelve and then to be completely silent. During 
this period of silence, he urges the people to remain calm and to stop all physical activity. He only 
wants peace during this time. The poet appeals for peace and harmony on the earth.                                                        
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